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A wave of political violence which began in early September has generated fear and apprehension
in Haiti, raising concern that efforts to reinstate the government of President Jean Bertrand
Aristide could be disrupted. Under terms of a July 3 accord between Aristide and the leaders of
the coup which overthrew him in September of 1991, the former president is to return to Haiti
and reassume presidential duties on Oct. 30. But with only four weeks to go, the rising tide of
violence and the growing intransigence of the military and police have made prospects for his safe
return increasingly remote. On Aug. 30, with Aristide's approval, Robert Malval was sworn in as
the country's new Prime Minister. However, since that date anti-Aristide forces have effectively
blocked the Malval administration from governing. For example, armed individuals dressed in
civilian clothes have maintained positions around City Hall and the Finance Ministry, preventing
officials there from carrying out their work. Meanwhile, following an outbreak of violence aimed
at disrupting his reinstallation ceremony Sept. 8, Port-au-Prince mayor Evans Paul has remained
in hiding (see NotiSur 09/10/93 for previous coverage). Another graphic example of the difficulties
faced by Malval's administration is the case of his Information Minister, Herve Denis. Denis
had promised a far-reaching overhaul of the state-owned media apparatus under the Malval
administration. Within hours of the Sept. 2 inauguration of Malval's new cabinet, the governmentowned TV station broadcast an uncensored videotape of Aristide, the first such occurrence since
the coup. However, on Sept. 13, a group of journalists accompanied by Army troops broke into
the state-owned radio and TV studios to protest the Malval administration's decision to fire
reporters and administrators that collaborated with the de facto government. The takeover forced an
indefinite postponement of the government's attempt to recover full control of the communications
media from Port-au-Prince police chief Joseph Michel Francois. Francois is considered the key
organizer and instigator of the coup which ousted Aristide from power. Information Minister Denis
was among the 31 people injured in the Sept. 8 clash outside City Hall, and has since received
numerous death threats. In total, at least 30 people have been killed in political violence since the
Malval government took office. In one highly publicized case, on Sept. 11 six armed individuals
stormed a Mass at the Sacre Coeur church, where a ceremony was being held to commemorate
a 1988 massacre of Aristide supporters. The attackers seized Antoine Izmery, a businessman and
prominent Aristide supporter. Izmery and two others were then shot in the head in front of those
attending the mass, including international human rights observers and foreign journalists. The
violence has provoked widespread international condemnation. The UN Security Council has
threatened to reimpose economic sanctions, which were lifted on Aug. 27, if the Army and police are
not brought under control. At the same time, two prominent US delegations were sent to the island,
one comprised of government officials and the other of eight black members of Congress. Despite
the strong international reaction, however, the military and anti- Aristide forces appear to have the
upper hand for now. Meanwhile, on Sept. 23, the UN Security Council unanimously approved a
resolution authorizing a force of over 1,200 soldiers and police officers to be sent to Haiti to help
restore democracy. Under terms of the resolution, 567 police monitors will establish and train a
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new Haitian national police force completely separate from the Army. The monitors will also help
guarantee respect for human rights by the existing security forces. A group of about 700 military
engineers including about 600 from the US Army will be in charge of a program to reorganize
the Haitian Army into five battalions. These forces will be trained in noncombat skills, including
construction, delivery of relief supplies, and dealing with natural disasters. The commander of
the police division of the UN peacekeeping mission, Canadian Mounties superintendent Jacques
Lemay, arrived in Port-au-Prince on Sept. 25. Lemay said his forces will be unarmed and limited to
an advisory and monitoring role. He indicated that the first 50 Canadian police trainers will arrive
Oct. 7, followed by another 50 on Oct. 20. An additional 100 French police officers will arrive shortly
thereafter. Other nations contributing police to Lemay's force are Argentina, Austria, Italy, Tunisia
and Venezuela. The peacekeeping forces will thus have a limited amount of time to help restore
order and establish a secure environment in time for Aristide's Oct. 30 scheduled return. In a news
conference Sept. 29, Army chief Lt. Gen. Raoul Cedras, who headed the September coup, alluded
to the UN military engineers and police trainers being sent to Haiti as a "military intervention
force" in disguise. "It is time to stop settling our problems with violence," he said. Cedras also
complained about the Malval government's failure thus far to implement an amnesty and facilitate
the flow of international economic assistance. Both the amnesty and renewed international aid
constituted integral elements in the July 3 agreement. But the government's amnesty proposal has
been bogged down in Parliament, while aid is not expected to start entering the country on a large
scale until after the installation of Aristide's government. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 09/14/93,
09/15/93, 09/20/93, 09/21/93; Inter Press Service, 09/09/93, 09/11/93, 09/13/93, 09/14/93, 09/16/93,
09/17/93, 09/21/93, 09/23/93; New York Times, 09/15/93, 09/22-24/93, 09/27/93; Spanish news service
EFE, 09/13-15/93, 09/20/93, 09/21/93, 09/27/93, 09/28/93; Associated Press, 09/11-18/93, 09/24-27/93,
09/29/93)
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